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St. Malachy
3889 Route 315
Mayo, Québec
J8L 378

Sunday 9:00 a.m.

Celebration of the Eucharist

Saturday 6:30 p.m.

Pastor Father Albanus Ogowuihe

Rectory 490 Charles Street, Gatineau, Québec, J8L 2K5

Secretary Monique Simpson
Email olv@videotron.ca
Office Hours Monday

- 9:00 am - 12:00 pm

Wednesday - 9:00 am - 11:00 am
Thursday - 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm

Telephone (819) 986-3763

Website www.stmalachyolv.com
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MASSES

Saturday May 1%

St. Malachy @ 6:30 p.m.

Kay & Jack Roos & The Holy Souls by Cindy & David Roos

Sunday May 2" OLV @ 9:00 a.m. Mary Doherty (4™ ann) by Susan & Family
WEEKLY RECEIPTS oLV ST. MALACHY
April 17-18, 2021 - Sunday Offering $ 446.00 $ 258.00

Thank you for your contributions

Our Lady of Victory Sunday Mass Celebration

A new Zoom link has been created for the regular Sunday morning 9:00 am mass celebration at Our Lady of Victory

Church.

Join Zoom Meeting at:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3220682713?pwd=Z013ZURacXhObmREbi91KzhxaUtuUT09

Meeting ID: 322 068 2713
Passcode: 046463




Father Albanus’ Reflections on the Sunday Liturgy

Risen Lord, the Good Shepherd

First Reading: Acts 4.7-12

Psalm: The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone
Second Reading: 1 John 3.1-2

Gospel: John 10.11-18

On this fourth Sunday of Easter we continue our reflection on the meaning of the Resurrection. Today, there is a
special emphasis on the Good Shepherd. The Gospels of the fourth Sunday of all three cycles come from the tenth
chapter of John’s Gospel. Hence, it is called the Good Shepherd Sunday. The risen Lord is celebrated as the Good
Shepherd who lays down His life for His sheep. The earliest Christians saw Jesus as the fulfillment of the ancient
Jewish dream (prophecies) of a Good Shepherd. Today is also World Day of Prayer for Vocations. In the first reading
from the Acts of the Apostles, St. Peter continues his speech in answer to the authorities questioning the healing of the
cripple. He asserts that there is no salvation except through Christ, the Good Shepherd. Jesus is the one rejected and
crucified by the leaders. He faced this in order to fulfill the mission entrusted to Him by the Father. It is in His name the
apostles preached and healed. Faithfulness to Christ may land the apostles in similar situations. We should however
remind ourselves that unswerving loyalty to the Gospel is more important than human friendship. What moved Peter to
action on behalf of the cripple was his faith in the Lord Jesus who, as a Good Shepherd, cares for such people. The
Lord Jesus, according to St. Peter, is not offering just physical healing (salvation). The healing of the cripple is only a
sign of the total salvation that Jesus has in store for people.

In the second reading, St. John tells us how God, the Good Shepherd expressed His love for us through His Son
Jesus, the Good Shepherd, by making us His children. This letter is said to have been addressed to the Judeo-
Christian community at the time some members were advocating false doctrines, denying the full divinity and full
humanity of Jesus, disregarding the commandment of love of neighbor and refusing to accept the faith in Christ as the
source of sanctification, and denying the redemptive value of Jesus’ death. John argues that we are privileged to be
called children of God and that is who we are. The life of God that we, as Christians, received in Baptism is a spiritual
life. It is a gift from God; its presence cannot go unnoticed because it produces concrete signs that all can see. This
new reality that is in us will be made manifest only when the veil of this physical life of ours is removed. When we see
God as He really is, when we are like Him, then we shall realize fully what we already were (Armellini, F Vol.B, p. 123).
In the Gospel Jesus introduces Himself as the Good Shepherd.

Jesus, the Good Shepherd is a protector, the fighter who, at the risk of His own life, stands up to anyone who
threatens His flock. This is the picture John uses in today’s Gospel. Jesus is the true shepherd not because He cuddles
and caresses His sheep, but because He loves them so much that he is ready to lay down His life for them. Itis a
comforting Good News that Jesus, the Good Shepherd, knows us, provides for us and loves us. He is in contrast with
the hired person, the mercenary whose contract would not demand that she/he should lay down his/her life for the
sheep. A mercenary is concerned with the money, his salary. She/he sticks to the minimum laid down in the contract.
The Good Shepherd does not stop to consider his/her rights, duties, what the law asks of him, what agreement binds
him to the master; his/her law is just one: his/her love for the sheep, and love knows no limits, runs risks, and is ready
to suffer for the flock. Jesus claims that as a Good Shepherd, He knows His sheep and His sheep hears His voice; He
knows each of us, our needs, our merits, and our faults. More than intellectual, the knowledge here is the one that
comes from love and leads to care and concern for the other. He loves us as we are, with all our limitations, and He
expects us to receive and return His love by keeping His word. He speaks to us in the Scripture, through our pastors,
parents, families and friends and through our lives. He gives eternal life to us His sheep by receiving us into His
sheepfold by baptism and strengthens us through the rest of the sacraments. He protects His sheep by placing them in
the loving hands of His Almighty Father. He guides and protects us from the spiritual wolves of this world. He goes in
search of the stray ones and heals the sick ones (sacraments of reconciliation and anointing of the sick). More than the
true shepherds of the ancient days who protected their sheep from wild animals and thieves by risking their lives, Jesus
died in expiation for the sins of all people. We are all being challenged to become good shepherds to those entrusted to
our care and good sheep to those placed over us in various capacities. The Christian should not fear to give up his/her
life because she/he knows that death cannot destroy the life that God has put in him/her. Giving up one’s life is
necessary so that the fullness of life may be revealed. Happy Sunday!




Our Lady of Victory and St. Malachy News

Contact: Should you wish to speak to Father you can call him directly at 819-663-5244.
Cereal Bars: Will discontinue collecting for the school until next year

Office Hours: Please note the change in office hours for the following dates:

DATE DAY Office Hours
April 26" Monday 8:00 a.m. —11:00 a.m.
May 6" Thursday 9:00 a.m — 12:00 p.m.
May 10" Monday CLOSED
May 11™ Tuesday 9:00 a.m — 12:00 p.m.

Mayo Masses: Saturday mass will be at 6:30 p.m. This will allow all to get home before the 8:00 p.m. curfew.

Ongoing collections: Pop tabs, used postage stamps, used candles, egg cartons and your donations to the Food

Bank.
OLV SCHEDULE FOR LECTORS & USHERS
Date Lectors Ushers
May 2" Linda R. Lyall & Gail
May 9" Diane Ken & Nancy
May 16" Linda C. Lyall & Gail
May 23" Virginia Ken & Nancy
May 30" Greg Lyall & Gail

PLEASE ADVISE EACH OTHER IF CHANGES ARE TO BE MADE &
ADVISE MONIQUE SO SEATING ARRANGEMENTS CAN BE ADJUSTED

Archidiocése

de (Gatineau

What to do with the Synodal Process?

The last time information was provided to parishioners of our parishes on the Synodal Process was in early March 2020, at
which time we thanked all those who participated in the recent workshops. (As a reminder, after viewing the Archbishop’s video,
participants broke into three work groups in order to find a new activity, a practice or an attitude which we need to determine future
priorities and the actions required, both at parish and diocesan levels. There were very good discussions at the three tables —
liturgy / catechesis / outreach, as well as great suggestions.)

Unfortunately, the outcome of the workshop was never finalized as planned, and the pandemic turned everything upside down.
In the months that followed, Zoom meetings were held with parish delegates in order to take a pulse of the communities at this time
of pandemic and to share good ideas. Now, the difficult question is what to do with the synodal process itself.

The diocesan pastoral team and the Archbishop have invited parish delegates to an online meeting next week. This will allow
us to harness the energies invested in the synodal process since autumn 2018, to take into account the new reality brought about
by the pandemic and to move us in a positive and energetic way towards the future.

To be continued!




